








































































































Understanding the context of metonymy is important. Every time you 
hear the word "pen," it's not necessarily a stand-in for "the written 
word." Sometimes, a pen is just a pen. Look for context clues in the 
sentence to help you decide if the word is simply a word or a 
representation. The examples below include both the metonym and 
the possible object or concepts for which it could fill in and the 
example sentences will further enhance your appreciation and 
understanding of metonymy: 

Crown - in place of a royal person 
We will swear loyalty to the crown. 

The White House or The Oval Office - used in place of the President or 
White House staff 

The White House will be making an announcement around noon today. 
Suits - in place of business people 

If we don't get these reports in today, the suits will be after us. 
• Heart - to refer to love or emotion 

My dear, you have all of my heart. 
Dish - for an entire plate of food 

That fancy fish dish you made was the best of the evening. 
. Washington - to refer to the US government 

After the protests, maybe Washington will listen to the voters. 
The big house - to refer to prison 

My brother was just released from the big house. 
Silicon Valley - to refer to the tech industry 

Silicon Valley is constantly pushing the boundaries in innovation. 
• Hollywood - to refer to the film industry 

It seems like people will do whatever Hollywood says is cool. 
Ears - for giving attention, listening 

Tell me about your first date. I'm all ears! 
• Silver fox - for an attractive older man 
Your older neighbor is quite the silver fox. 

• Hand - for help 
Can you give me a hand carrying this box up the stairs? 

Tongue - used in place of language. 
I couldn't understand them because they spoke in their mother tongue. 

Brass - used in place of high-ranking officials 
Look lively, the top brass are coming for an audit today. 

New blood - used in place of new people, fresh ideas 
The team needs some new blood if its going to win next season. 
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3. "I'm as sharp", said Quilp to him at parting, "as a ferret". (Dickens) 

4. She was a young woman and she entered like a windrush. (T. Capote) 

5. "Funny how ideas come", he said afterwards, "like a flash of lightning." 

(S. Maugham) 

6. I left her laughing. The sound was like a hen having hiccups. 

(R. Chandler) 

7. He felt like an old book: spine defective, covers dull, slight foxing, rather 

shaken copy. (K. Amiss) 

Task 3. Pick out the similes: 

1. ... this joy is deep as the sea. (J.K, Jerome) 

2. She turned towards him a face, round red and honest as the setting sun. 

(A. Huxley) 

3. She hit on the commonplace like a hammer driving a nail into the wall. 

(S. Maugham) 

4. The escalator carried her away just as a mountain river carries a flower to 

the sea. (I. Murdoch) 

5. She is as strong as a track ox. (M. Spillane) 

IT 
XL Task 4. State which of the similes used in the following sentences 

become phraseological units and give the equivalents in your mother 

tongue: 

1. He is as beautiful as weathercock. 

2. Every tree and every branch was encrusted with bright and delicate 

hoarfrost, white and pure as snow. 

3. My heart is like as singing bird. 

4. It was mournful that her tears began to flow like a rain. 

5. He sat as still as a stone. 

6. She thinks I am as mild as a kitten and as good-natured as the family cow. 

7. His hand was as cold as ice. 

77 
























































































































































































































































