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Romanticism in America

. Romanticism appealed to Americans as it emphasized an emotional,
individual relationship with God as opposed to the strict Calvinism of previous
generations.

. Romanticism also emphasized emotion over reason, and individual decision-
making over the constraints of tradition.
. Romanticism gave rise to a new genre of literature in which intense, private

sentiment was portrayed by characters who showed sensitivity and excitement,

as well as a greater exercise of free choice in their lives.

. The Romantic movement saw a rise in women authors and readers.

. Calvinism

The Christian denomination based upon the doctrines of John Calvin, which

place emphasis on the sovereignty of God and which distinctively include the

doctrine of predestination (that a special few are predetermined for salvation,

while others cannot attain it).

. rationalism

The theory that the basis of knowledge is reason rather than experience or divine

revelation.

. transcendentalism

A movement of writers and philosophers in New England in the 19th century

who were loosely bound together by adherence to an idealistic system of thought

based on the belief in the essential supremacy of insight over logic and

experience for the revelation of the deepest truths.

Give us feedback on this content:

The European Romantic movement reached America during the early 19"century.

Like the Europeans, the American Romantics demonstrated a high level of moral

enthusiasm, commitment to individualism and the unfolding of the self, an

emphasis on intuitive perception, and the assumption that the natural world was

inherently good while human society was filled with corruption.

Romanticism became popular in American politics, philosophy and art. The

movement appealed to the revolutionary spirit of America as well as to those

longing to break free of the strict religious traditions of the early settlement period.

The Romantics rejected rationalism and religious intellect. It appealed especially to

opponents of Calvinism, a Protestant sect that believes that the destiny of each

individual is preordained by God.

The Romantic movement gave rise to New England Transcendentalism, which

portrayed a less restrictive relationship between God and the universe. The new

philosophy presented the individual with a more personal relationship with God.

Transcendentalism and Romanticism appealed to Americans in a similar fashion;

both privileged feeling over reason, and individual freedom of expression over the
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restraints of tradition and custom. Romanticism often involved a rapturous
response to nature, and promised a new blossoming of American culture.

The Romantic movement in America was widely popular and influenced American
writers such as James Fennimore Cooper and Washington Irving . Novels, short
stories, and poems replaced the sermons and manifestos of yore. Romantic
literature was personal, intense, and portrayed more emotion than ever seen in
neoclassical literature. America's preoccupation with freedom became a great
source of motivation for Romantic writers as many were delighted in free
expression and emotion without so fear of ridicule and controversy. They also put
more effort into the psychological development of their characters, and the main
characters typically displayed extremes of sensitivity and excitement. The works of
the Romantic Era also differed from preceding works in that they spoke to a wider
audience, partly reflecting the greater distribution of books as costs came down and
literacy rose during the period. The Romantic period saw an increase in female
authors and readers.

Washington Irving, American Writer and Historian

Washington Irving's writings, such as the Legends of Rip Van Winkle and Sleepy
Hollow, contained romantic elements such as the celebration of nature and
romantic virtues such as



https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/religion-romanticism-and-cultural-reform-1820-1860/romanticism-in-america/romanticism-in-america/images/washington-irving-american-writer-and-historian/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/religion-romanticism-and-cultural-reform-1820-1860/romanticism-in-america/romanticism-in-america/images/washington-irving-american-writer-and-historian/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/religion-romanticism-and-cultural-reform-1820-1860/romanticism-in-america/romanticism-in-america/images/washington-irving-american-writer-and-historian/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/religion-romanticism-and-cultural-reform-1820-1860/romanticism-in-america/romanticism-in-america/images/washington-irving-american-writer-and-historian/
https://www.boundless.com/u-s-history/religion-romanticism-and-cultural-reform-1820-1860/romanticism-in-america/romanticism-in-america/images/washington-irving-american-writer-and-historian/

simplicity.

James Fenimore Cooper, American novelist and political writer

In his very popular novels, such as Last of the Mohicans, James Fenimore Cooper

expressed romantic ideals about the relationship between men and nature.
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Ath-gui eMmorse arat ‘om-society be Se ne-nasrejectec )
ecause It has rejected him;
it was also introduced the theme of exile, of the disinherited mind that could not

1d aspiritual its-native land and s y-or anyw t I
|

children-were seen as holier and purer objects than adult people because they

/ere unspoilt by civilisation and uncorrupted;

=.children had a state to be envied, cultiva anhanced, ar mire
the cult of the Noble Savage ( a specific romantic concept):

- for the Romantics souety had become an evil force cruelly moulding and

dwarfing its citizens;

- the Romantic poets on the whole fled from the city and turned to Nature For

them it was Nature, rather than society, thats was man's proper setting. Mar

needed the help of nature to fulfill himself;

- the belief that socrety and civilisation corrupt humanltys natural mnocence a

instinct for good; -

- poetry sees man in communion with the natural world, rather than with oth'er

men;
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The contrast and distinction between the néw Romantic Period and the Classical

Age can be stressed with some examples to be juxtaposed with the above Romantic

features. As regards children to classicist like A. Pope, they were only important in

as much as they would be adult; a savage would be merely sad and negative. In the

Augustan Age they believed in reason and that the passion should be controlled.

Basic instincts had to be conquered. In this way mankind could reach perfection.

Classicists considered the Industrial Revolution from a positive point of view, as

an event creating wealth and modernization. It was also believed that civilization,

as accomplished in Greek and Roman times, was also within the grasp of their

Neoclassical Age.
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Works by European American Writers

Year Author Title

1850 Ralph Waldo Emerson Representative Men

1850 Nathaniel Hawthorne The Scarlet Letter

1851  Herman Melville Moby-Dick

1852 Harriet Beecher Stowe Uncle Tom's Cabin

1854 Henry David Thoreau Walden

1855 Walt Whitman Leaves of Grass

Works by African American Writers
Year Author Title
1853 Frederick Douglass Heroic Slave
1853 William Wells Brown Clotel: Or, The President's Daughter
1857 Frank J. Webb The Garies and Their Friends
1859  Martin R. Delany Blake: Or, The Huts of America
1859  Harriet E. Wilson  Our Nig: Or, Sketches from the Life of a Free Black
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